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Linda D. Thomas (left), with A Woman's Place, answers questions Thursday during a presentation of a report by the
Bucks County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Commission at the Bucks County Courthouse in D::-:,r{::amnw:::'?r =

Abuse victims studied

In an effort to prevent more tragedies, the
cases of four Bucks County women who
were killed in 2005 by their abusive
husbands were examined for trends.

By CHRISTOPHER RUvO
THE INTELLIGENCER

Shot in her apartment. Beat-
en and asphyxiated. Beaten and
knifed. Shot outside her back
door.

These are the brutal ways
four Bucks County women
died at the hands of their abu-
sive husbands in 2005.

The Bucks County Domes-
tic Violence Fartality Review
Commission released a report
Thursday thar studied the
cases for trends to help pre-
vent such tragedies.

Assembled by the Bucks
County District Artorney’s
Office, the review commission
studied the murders of Susan
Czarny of Solebury, Robin
Shaffer of Quakertown,
Suzanne Detwiler of East
Rockhill and Mary Claire
Alessandroni of Warminster.

While the women were
abused in some way, the report
found few telltale signs that
would predict such terrible
ends.

Victims did not report physi-
cal violence. In one case, family

members suspecied physical
abuse, but the woman denied it.

The couples were not
involved in custody bartles.

The victims were not eco-
nomically dependent on their
perpetrators, nor did they have
contact with social agencies for
domestic violence support.

Such factors are often tip-offs
that a major problem is brew-
ing, officials said.

“The most striking part is
that we expect 1o see the victim
with a black eye. But these four
cases demonstrate just the con-
trary,” said First Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney David W. Zellis
at a Thursday press conference.

Nonetheless, findings
revealed that all four men had a
history of substance abuse and
legal entanglements. Three of
the four were being treated for
mental health issues, and there
were reports of suicide
attemnpts.

All the women had been the
victim of some prior abuse, be
itstalking or controlling behav-
iors. Police had been called
regarding other matters with
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Susan Czarny, 50

Date of death: April 22, 2005

Czarmy was beaten and stabbed to desth by har husband of more
than two years, Jon Czamy, 48, at their nome on Summer Hill Court

in_Solebury, Jor Czasmny, Who Nad.a istofy DT gepression, substance.
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killect himseir | drugs.

Robin Shaffer, 43
Date of death: June 15, 2005

Detwiler was shot to death by har
nusband, Androw Detwiler, 44, at their
home on Green Leaf Circle in East
Rockhill. Andrew Detwiler, who had sought
mantal health treatmant days bafore the.

Coney Detwiler,
A sophomore at Pennridge High School
8t the tima, Corey was trying (o save
his mother and was not chargad with
& crime.

Mary Claire Alessandronl, 43
Date of death: Sept. 9, 2005

diad fram and biows to the nead after her nus-
band, Joseph Alessandroni, 48, beat her, then suffocatoed her by
putting a plastic bag over her nead at their Olive Street homa in
Warminster. Joseph then took his own lifa by shooting himsalf in the
head. The coupla was estranged; Mary Claire had filed for divorce
earlier that year,
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the couples. The victims were
employed; three of the four
men were not.

“It is important to make the
public and all those who come
into contact with the victims
aware that potentially lethal
domestic abuse can involve

jonal. sbuse, & it
abuse, controlling behaviors
and stalking behaviors without
involving any physical abuse,”
the study said.

Shaffer’s  sister  Heidi
Markow praised the report, but
said it's only a first step in tak-
ing broader action to combat
domestic violence and protect
women.

“The report is the report, and

the ion, is what do we do

change things?” said Markow,
who is pressing state lawmak-
ers to enact “Robin’s Law,”

registry of violent offenders
similar 10 the Megan Law’s
database of sex offenders,

While officials cautioned
that it's difficult to draw gener-
al conclusions from studying
only four cases, the report puts
forward recommendations on
how to better combat domestic
violence, including creating a
local task force featuring law
enforcement and victim assis-
tance professionals.

It also calls for tightening
gun laws so that anyone who
has voluntarily committed
themselves for mental health
treatment or had a protection
from abuse order filed against
them cannot purchase firearms.

Current law prevents only
people with active protection
from abuse orders or a history
of involuntary mental health

Publication:  The Intelligencer

Date:  Fri., March 7, 2008
Page: Front Page; A8
Subject:  Fatality Review Report
horrific ends is mmhcr_'r;m;

mendation.

As part of its research, the
committee worked with more
than a dozen people close to the
victims — Markow included
— in an effort to gain insight
into the circumstances leading
to the murders. Officials said
that's a first for a study by such
a commission in Pennsylvania.

The success of the docu-
ment is that that the families
had input,” Zellis said.

District Attorney Michelle
Henry called the report an
important ol in waging a suc-
cessful battle against domestic
violence.

The commission consisted of
a panel of professionals from
diverse backgrounds, including
local police, representatives from
A Woman's Place, the Network
of Victim Assistance and legal
and mental professionals.

: from  buying
guns, officials said. Increasing
public education about domes-
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